
Dear Friends, 

We had a good time at our Memorial weekend BBQ.  Thanks to all who came and those who
helped!  June 11, Saturday at 6:00 pm is our next outing to see Power Baseball and have dinner
together with other valley Lutherans from around our area.  Tickets are ten dollars for dinner
and the game.  

Pacifica Synod Convention was spirited and
enjoyable with lots worshipful and helpful
leadership ideas.  Mitch and Judy Philips attended
with Pastor C.  Bob and Janet Peper helped out at
the California Lutheran Homes Hospitality Center. 
Ministries were celebrated and the scriptures came
alive in our Bible studies.  

We’ve shifted our service time and style.  The
service is blended using all our musicians.  Summer
scheduling through October 30 also enables a nice
blend of nine and eleven o’clock people to mix it up
during both our worship and fellowship hour.  We
also can look forward to more special events like  
luncheon gatherings together.  

The first Sunday of the month, June 5, concludes
the seven Sundays of the Easter season.  It’s the
time Jesus left the disciples and ascended to be with
the Father.  His absence brings new presence for the
disciples and for followers like you and I.  Youth
Sunday (June 5), Rock the Flock perform and
scholarships are given to two young people.    June
12th is the Day of Pentecost, a good time to wear red
marking the birthday of the church and God’s
spiritual presence dwelling with within us.  The
difference in the disciples is so noteworthy.  The
empowerment of our lives makes it like new life
from beyond our own strength.    

This June, Carol and I will have been married forty years and she’s also having a birthday, so we’ve put
together an adventuresome trip to celebrate and to take in some of the biblical and historical sites in Turkey. 
We’ll be gone over two Sundays, June 19 and 26.  We have Pr. Paul Cedar coming out on Father’s Day to lead our
worship.  Paul is the director of the Mission America Coalition in town also leading the ministerial, Lighthouse of
the Valley.  He has Presbyterian background.  Pr. Heidi Hester, Assistant to Bishop Murray will guide our worship
on the 26th.  She does a lot of worship leadership for our synod and also handles new candidates and those
interested in mobility.  I’m sure you’ll benefit from both of these leaders being in our midst.   

Join us in worship and bring us some ideas from churches you attend during your own travels.  May these
summer months be renewing and a blessing for those here and for those who travel too.    

Love, joy, and peace, 
Pastor C.

Saturday, June 18
7:30 am in Fellowship H all



  1 Chuck Stanley
  2 Bill Richter
  3 Paige Stanley
  5 Dyann Upshaw
  6 Mary Louise Shields
  7 Ellen Read

Megan Davis
  8 Howard Petersen

Karen Sorensen
Marissa Titone

  9 Leila Lothrop
Gracie McIntire

13 Doris Keniry
13 Cameron Woods
16 Don Sateren
17 Linda Patterson
 Carol Riggs
 Troy Silver
19 Howard Hubbard
 Orpha Holm
 Trace Oliver
21 Linda Fielder
23 Cindy Millis
 Tyler Parsons
24 Michael Blaker
27 Zachary Fischer
28 Ruby Wiggins
 Andrew Sindoni
30 Dick Tucker
 Austin & Avery Lopez

July 1 - 10 

  1 Steve Sindoni
  2 Bill Taylor
  4 Bill Winters
  5 Sam Corwin

Frank Van Patten
  6 Kelly Trembley
  9 Betty Templeton
 Carmen Flanagan

  2 Henrietta &David Evans
  9 Betty & Paul Stucki
10   Ruby & Chuck Wiggins
12   Barbette & Randy Lethlean
 Deborah & Garlan Hulslander
14   Toni & Richard Laker
  Karen & Rick Sorensen
15   Ruth Jerry Buckley
16   Marti Wilbur Otto

Terrie & Gary Heer
Gabriela & Mark Mouland

17   Pat &Richard  Ogle
18   Betty & John van Keulen
19   Mindy & Don Davis
20   Arlene & Ted Pederson
26   Carol & Charles Riggs
29   Marilyn & Don Brockman
30   Sheila & Fred Kressierer

July 1 - 10 

10 Jeri & Zane Alacano

Received into membership on
May 8th at the 11am Worship
Service.

Virginia & Ed Ahlmeyer  

Milly & Frank Shogren 

Norma Jean Woods

Will not be meeting through the
summer.  See you in September.

ST. JOHN’S  STAFF 

Charles Riggs ~  Pastor
Ann Rhein ~Office Manager

Molly Farrin 
Youth & Family Coordinator

9AM SERVICE

Patrick Karst ~ Accompanist
Laura Stave /  Cantor &  Soloist

11AM SERVICE

Bob Corwin /  Music Director
Samantha Corwin 

Praise Team/ Soloist
Dan Flahive /  Bass

Ron Mercier /  Percussion
Laura Stave / Praise Team /  Soloist

Charles Riggs /  Pastor
Larry Lang /  President

Craig Jahries /  Vice President
Doug Nehls /  Treasurer

Dorothy Zutz /  Secretary
Lothar Vasholz/  Evangelism

Linda Patterson /  Music &  Worship
Millie Taylor / Deacon

Mitch Phillips /  Trustee



A Congregational meeting was
held on May 22, 2011 to ask for
approval from the Congregation
to accept  non interest loans
totaling $90,000.00 from

Members and Friends of St. John's. The vote passed
unanimously.
 
We thank these folks for their support of this very
important project at St. John's. 
Drawings are back at the City for final approval. We would
like to start construction this summer if everything go as
planned .

Unfortunately, our numbers are
growing.  Most program planners
would be happy with that, but with
FIND, it’s sad.  Our outreach to the
community is growing, because
more people are finding it very
difficult to make ends meet. People
have to make difficult choices.  Do
they pay the electric bill, buy food
or put enough gas in the car to

make it to work. They share their concerns with each
other and our volunteers.  What usually follows in the
conversation, is an expression of sincere gratitude for the
food St. John’s is able to supply.  It’s humbling.

May  2009 2010 2011

# of people served 145 182 349

# of people over 55 56 74 112

# of people 19-55 50 71 120

# of children 5-19 30 28 76

# of children under 5 9 9 41

# of families served 73 95 144

Do you take credit cards?

Do you take debit cards?  

The answer is YES WE DO! 
We use “EFT Corporation”,  this company is a
completely secure way of transferring your gifts
directly to St.  John’s account.  It could be a one
time gift or a continuing scheduled gift.  You are
able to designate your money to the General
Fund, Building Fund, F.I.N.D., Youth, or Other. 
You may choose the date it transfers, change the
date of transfer, change the amount or stop the
transfer completely.   Please contact Ann in the
church office for more details.  

LIKE FATHER, LIKE CHILD 

As we celebrate Father’s Day, we likely see traits
in our dads (or other father figures) that we hope
to be known for ourselves: integrity, gentleness, a
great sense of humor, a love of learning, a
humble spirit. 

Amy Grant’s song “Father’s Eyes” tells of a young
girl who wants nothing more than for others to
recognize her father - and her heavenly Father -
in her. “When people look inside my life, I want
to hear them say, ‘She's got her father's eyes.’” 

What characteristics of God your Father are
reflected in your eyes, heart and life? And what
godly qualities would you like to cultivate? May
others see our heavenly Father in us! 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
 to the breaking of bread and the prayers. ~Acts 2:42 

For a complete report on the 24th Annual Synod Assembly please use the following address
online.   http:// pacificasynod.org/Assembly.htm



The youth of St. John's are winding up
the church season with service and
celebrations.  We kicked off the month of
May with a performance from Rock the
Flock.  "Resurrection" was a great

message for the Easter season.  On the 6th we got
together for "Friends in Faith Friday."  We had a fun night
filled with food, games and devotion.  On the 14th we
participated in the Relay for Life at Maywood/Palm Valley. 
It was an honor to participate in Rancho Mirage's first
ever Relay for Life.  Supporting the American Cancer
Society in it's efforts to find a cure is a cause that the
youth are becoming passionate about.  Great work kids! 
On the 15th Rock the Flock traveled to the Coachella
Valley Rescue Mission for their last performance of the
season.  The kids put on an amazing performance and
look forward to returning in the fall.  On the 21st we had
a family softball game at Freedom Park.  We had some
amazing weather for May and had a fun game and a
picnic with friends and family.  The next day was
Confirmation Sunday.  Congratulations to Megan Donnelly
who was confirmed into her faith.  We wrapped up the
month of May celebrating with the congregation at the
Memorial Day barbeque.  

Sunday, June 5th  - Youth Sunday
Saturday, June 11th  - Palm Springs Power
Wednesday, June 15th  - Movie Night 6 to 8pm
Saturday, June 25th  - Santa Monica Pier
Wednesday, June 29th  - Movie Night 6 to 8pm

The Sunday school kids continued
their lessons on Jesus throughout
the month of May.  On the 1st the
lesson was "Jesus is Alive." We
learned that because of God's love

for us, He allowed Jesus to die on the cross to
take the punishment for our sins and then He
raised Jesus from the dead.  It helped us to
celebrate the good news that Jesus is alive.  On
the 8th we celebrated our mothers by making
gifts and passing out flowers to all the ladies of
the congregation.  On the 15th the lesson was
"Man from Gerasa."  We learned that Jesus
cared for a man everyone else feared, and He
cast out the demons who possessed the man.  It
helped us to remember that God's love is bigger
than any fear.  On the 22nd we learned about
"Loaves and Fish."  We learned
that Jesus showed compassion
for a crowd of people by
teaching them and providing
food for them.  It helped us to
remember that God's
compassion is for everyone.  We finished up the
month with "A Sabbath Healing."  We learned
that Jesus showed love by healing a crippled
woman on the Sabbath, even though He knew
that others would disapprove of His actions.  It
helped us to do what is right in god's eyes. 
Sunday school continues throughout the
summer.



U.S. SEVERE SPRING STORMS
 
The Situation: Severe weather continues to cause widespread destruction across the United States.  Tornadoes

have devastated areas in Missouri, Alabama, North Carolina, these tornados left a path of destruction from
Texas to Minnesota.  In the most recent tornado outbreak, the city of Joplin, Missouri was devastated, a
powerful tornado leveled parts of the community, killing at least 139 people (as of 5.28.11).  Residents
describe the city as “unrecognizable.  Peace Lutheran Church (Joplin, MO)  is the second ELCA church to be
destroyed by a tornado in the past month. Christ Lutheran Church, Cullman, Ala., was destroyed April 27. 
Elsewhere, large portions of the country face a continued threat of unprecedented flooding throughout the
early summer.  Change in seasons continues to bring warmer temperatures across the country, the threat for
severe weather is likely to remain high.    

ELCA Response: The ELCA, through Lutheran Disaster Response, has issued
several emergency grants this spring to affiliate organizations in the affected
areas.  A $25,000 grant was issued to Lutheran Family and Children's Services
of Missouri for response to the Joplin tornadoes. This follows a previous
$25,000 grant that was issued to that same agency for flooding and
tornadoes in the eastern part of the state earlier this spring.  Additionally,
grants of $25,000 grant have been issued to Lutheran Ministries of Alabama,
Lutheran Services in Tennessee  and Georgia for the tornadoes of April 27. 
These grants are all supporting long-term recovery projects in the impacted
areas. Lutheran Ministries of Alabama is taking part in an exciting partnership
with Mennonite Disaster Service and the Christian Reformed World Relief
Committee (CRWRC) in a rapid rebuilding project there.  They also plan to
support volunteer coordination as the response unfolds.

TO U.S. SEVERE STORMS ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE RESPONDING TO U.S. SEVERE STORMS

ELCA Disaster Response is supporting communities overwhelmed by tornadoes, rising waters and leveled by
destructive winds. Our church is reaching out to the survivors of these devastating storms and assessing the
needs—working together for as long as it takes.

Your help is needed today to bring immediate relief and ongoing support to communities affected by these
disasters.  Gifts designated to “U.S. Severe Storms” will be used in full—100 percent—to help disaster
survivors clean-up, rebuild and recover.  Donations given “Where Needed Most” help to respond immediately
and effectively where it is needed most. Because of your generous offerings of prayer and financial support, the
ELCA walks alongside disaster survivors on their long road to recovery. Thank you! 

Donations may be given as follows: 

ELCA Disaster Response
39330 Treasury Center
Chicago, IL 60694-9300

Write "U.S. Severe Storms"  on 
your check's memo line.

Credit card by phone

 800-638-3522 

Online
 

www.elca.org 

What if this is all that
 was left of  St. John’s?

Peace Lutheran
Joplin, MO
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 10 AM Blended Worship

SPECIAL DATES IN JUNE

  2 • Ascension of the Lord
12 • Pentecost
14 • Flag Day
19 • Trinity Sunday
19 • Father's Day 
22 • First Day of Summer
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Mission Statement: To Know Christ 
and 
To Make Christ Known


